Attentional and perseverative impairment in two cases of familial fatal parkinsonism with cortical sparing.
The neuropsychological findings in twin brothers with familial fatal Parkinsonism are reported. Post-mortem examination had shown extensive pathology in basal ganglia and brainstem, but not in the cerebral cortex. Although both showed average intelligence three months prior to death, they had impairment on a sorting task and in serial attention span. Some possible neural mechanisms are discussed.